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Thaana Akuru is the script that replaced the Dhives Akuru in the late eighteenth
century. The earliest existing records of Thaana found so far, date from 1705 AD.
According to oral tradition in Maldives, 'the Thaana script was introduced to the
islands by a chief and his companions who came from the North', indicating that it
was the national hero Muhammad Thakurufaanu who introduced this script in the 16th
century AD. But there is no factual evidence supporting this tradition, and on
examination of the existing early documents, it is more likely that Thaana was
developed late in the 17th century.

The Thaana script represents a radical change in the form of the letters and the
system of Dhivehi writing. This script did not evolve from Dhives or Eveyla Akuru,
but was developed from other sources to fit the needs of the Divehi language.
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